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Let the wicked forsake-his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon, —ISALIAH 55: 7. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by Elder George Teasdale at the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, June 26, 1898. 


, “O, give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth 
or ever. 
“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the 
Aa anette tof the from the east, and from the west, 
“An thered them out o 
from the nest and from 8 107: 1, 2, 3.) 


My soul is full of thanksgiving and praise to God in listening to the 
testimonies that we have heard this afternoon from the returned mission - 
aries; for we are the redeemed of the Lord. Weare they whom He hath 
gathered from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the 
south, and whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy. We 
were under the dominion of death, hell and the grave. We were without 
the knowledge of the principles of redemption. We were taught the fear 
of God by the wisdom of man. We were subject to the darkness that 
covered the earth and the gross darkness that blinded the minds of the 
people, in consequence of the spirit of revelation having been withdrawn 
from the earth. We can indeed rejoice in the Lord, for He visited us upon 
the isles and upon the continents. He sent this glorious message of salva- 
tion untous. He taught us of His ways, and of the powers and keys of 
an everlasting Priesthood; and He gave unto us the principles of ever- 
lasting life. We never could have understood anything about the princi- 
ples of redemption, had it not been for the principle of revelation which 
our Father hath restored to the earth in this dispensation. He has 


organized upon the earth His Church, with Apostles and Prophets, evan- 


* 4 a 
— 
— — 5ü— ͤ ͤ —— —z: 
ö— ͤ ͥRvnʃ.w ͤ e 
— — — — — — — — — —— UU— —— c ũ — — — — — — — — — — — 
—ää — — — — — — ——ͤ— — — — —— — — — :t½—-— — — — 
— ——-— 
> 
tex 


66 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


gelists, pastors and teachers. He sends out His servants to offer the 
principles of life and salvation to the world and to warn the nations. 
They confess that they are weak instruments, and they go with trembling; 
but they are told to seek unto the Lord and put their trust in Him, be- 
cause He has called them, and they come back filled with thanksgiving 
and praise to God for the testimony He has given unto them. They 
know that the principle of revelation isin the Church. They know that 
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. They know that the 
promises made to them under the influence of that spirit, when they were 
set apart for their missions, have been literally fulfilled. They know that 
God lives, and that Jesus is the Christ. 

I want to bear my testimony concerning these valleys of the mountains, 
God has consecrated them for the gathering of His people. The ever- 
lasting principles of the Gospel are being taught in these everlasting 
valleys. We are beneath the shadow of a temple raised to the Most High 
God, in the which the ordinances of His house are performed and we re- 
ceive the keys and blessings of an everlasting Priesthood. We are taught 
the principles that lead to endless lives. Weare taught the necessity of 
keeping ourselves clean and unspotted from the world, loving the Lord 
our God with all our might, mind and strength, and our neighbor as our- 
selves, and being chaste and virtuous. We are taught that we are the 
salt of the earth, and that we have to practice the principles of righteous- 
ness—to be honest, to be sincere, to give our affections to God and to keep 
His commandments. We are promised that if we will do this we shall 
prosper in the land. And we believe it. Wedo prosper inthe land. The 
.Lord blesses and sustains us. 

We came out of the world and gathered to these valleys of these moun- 
tains because God had said, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” We are 
living in the hour of God’s judgment. The angel that John saw fly 
through the heavens, having the everlasting Gospel to preach to men 
upon the earth, as described in the 14th chapter of Revelations, has come. 
We tell the people this. The Lord has restored to the earth His everlast- 
ing Gospel, and the Gospel of the kingdom is being preached in all the 
world for a witness, prior to the second coming of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, in fulfillment of His own prediction. If salvation and re- 
demption could be obtained without our going to the people, what would 
be the use of wasting our time and our means to go and offer them a 
gospel they do not want? But there are certain people who do want it. 
Those who are of the house of Israel, those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, want it, and we offer it to them. We do everything we 
possibly can to put them in possession of these glad tidings of great joy 
—that God hath again spoken from the heavens, and that He hath estab- 
lished His Church upon the earth. | 

The first factor necessary in this work was an inspired Priesthood. 
“How shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed! and how 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach except they be 
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sent?” (Romans 10: 14, 15.), To preach this Gospel of the Son of God it 
is necessary to be called of God. Christ Himself, we are told, did not take 
this honor upon Himself, but was called of the Father. In the 5th chapter 
of Hebrews we are told: 

“And no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is called of 

God, as was Aaron. 

“So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but 

he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 

“As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the 

order of Melchisedec. 

“Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and sup- 
lications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save 
im from death, and was heard in that he feared ; 

1 Yair — he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
e suffered ; 
“And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him; 
: 8 “yy of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.”—Hebrews 
4-10. » 


It is essential that men should be called of God and have the Priesthood 
to preach the Gospel and officiate in the ordinances of salvation. It is 
necessary that we should worship the living and true God, not an imagin- 
ary God. We have to accept God, the Eternal Father. It is said that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. We certainly will have very 
little wisdom if we do not reverence the Lord. The reverence of the Lord 
is the foundation of faith and of pure intelligence. The highest intelli- 
gence is granted by revelation; it is the glory of God, it comes from above, 
it is given unto those who love Him and keep His commandments. He 
gives them line upon line, precept upon precept, grace for grace, if they 
believe in His doctrine and worship Him in the name of His Son. 

It is necessary also that we should have faith; for without faith it is 
impossible to please God. We must have a true faith, too, or else we may 
be as broken cisterns that hold no water. Whence did these young men 
who have borne their testimony obtain that knowledge? From our Father 
in heaven, through the spirit of revelation. They had believed in the 
Gospel; they had repented of their sins; they had been baptized for the 
remission of their sins, by a man who had the authority of the Priesthood; 
they had been sanctified in the precious blood of Christ, to prepare them 
for the fellowship of the Holy Ghost; they had received this Holy Spirit, 
and their trust was in the Lord. Then they were willing to leave these 
peaceful vales and all that was dear unto them, take their lives in their 
hands, and go to a foreign land, among strange people, and declare the 
glad tidings of great joy. It was just this class of men that brought the 
Gospel to us. They were humble and meek, not trained for the ministry 
by the learning of man, but sent out under the direction of the immortal 
God; for He does His own work. It was not by wisdom, not by might, 
but by the power of His Spirit. That is the way we were converted. 
We heard the word preached, and it seemed almost too good to be true to 
be told that the signs followed the believer, that the Apostleship and 
Priesthood had been restored to the earth, and that there was prophecy, 
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speaking in tongues, healing of the sick and miracles. But we obeyed 
the word and proved all these things, and in this way obtained redemp- 
tion from death. We could not obtain it in any other way. It is the 
doctrine of Christ that all mankind must repent, must be baptized for 
the remission of sins, must receive the efficacy of the precious blood of 
Christ and fellowship of the Holy Ghost, that they may be redeemed of 
God. This message is to all, priest and people. 

The difference between the Latter-day Saints and the world is that we 
have received this Gospel and the world has not. We have come out of 
the various sects and systems that we belonged to. The Lord has con- 
verted us, and drawn us into His fold, and He has given us a living testi- 
mony. All mankind can have the same, if they earnestly and sincerely 
desire it. The reason our young men go out to proclaim these principles 
is that those who desire to obtain eternal life and a standing in the king- 
dom of God may have it. 

Therefore, I say, we who are the redeemed of the Lord, we who are 
striving to prepare ourselves for His kingdom and coming, we who have 
separated ourselves from the world and cannot associate with them in any 
of their iniquities, we can rejoice in the Lord, and we can patiently wait 
for His kingdom and coming; for if we pass behind the veil wo shall come 
with Him, and if we are here, we shall meet Him when He comes. What 
is going to give us this right? Because we have accepted of His doctrine 
and have obeyed these everlasting conditions. If we had rejected them, 
we would have no such hopes. Our Christian friends say, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. That is what we are preach- 
ing all the time. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cease believing in 
the doctrines of men. Accept the doctrine of Christ, and that will give 
you redemption from death, a glorious resurrection, and a hope for the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, which you never can obtain by preaching 
and believing false doctrines. How can we ever be sanctified by the truth 
unless we have the truth! I bear testimony that we have the truth. That 
intelligence has come to us. Scholastic attainments alone cannot be called 
true intelligence. No matter how corrupt a man may be, he can obtain 
scholastic education; but the intelligence that comes from God is only 
understood by the pure in heart, those who love Him and keep His com- 
mandments. He gives them eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to under- 
stand. The highest intelligence is to know things as they have. been, as 
they are, and as they will be, by the power of the Spirit of God. But the 
world will not have this. It is not popular. The doctrine of Christ 
never was popular, and never will be until we all see eye to eye, and there 
is a separation of the wheat from thetares. As long as they grow together 
there always will be opposition against the truth. What does the history 
of the world teach us? That there has always been anti-Christ; and anti- 
Christ is everything that is opposed to Christ and regards the doctrine of 
Christ as non-essential. Those who are for Christ believe in His doctrine 
and in living it. But those who love the world and the things of the 
world do not have the love of God in their hearts. If we loved the world, 
the love of God would not be with us. Our ambition should be to please 
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God, to keep His commandments, and to see His righteousness established 
upon the face of the earth, because it brings happiness. The love of the 
world does not bring happiness. The greatest happiness that anyone can 
enjoy is godliness with contentment, and to visit the widow and the 
fatherless, and keep ourselves pure and unspotted from the world. That 
produces the most unalloyed happiness that we can attain to. 

Jesus said that whoso would do the will of the Father should know of 
His doctrine, and we know that Jesus spoke the truth. How do we know 
it! By our experience. We know that Jesus is the Christ, and that 
Joseph Smith was a true prophet sent of God to usher in a dispensation 
of the fullness of times. We never could have been born of the water and 
of the spirit if we had not accepted this doctrine. If there had been no 
Priesthood there would have been no ordinances. If there had been no 
ordinances there would be no redemption, because unless a man is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “We 
speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not 
our witness.” That is the way with the Latter-day Saints to-day. We 
testify what we do know and what we have seen. We plead with men to 


be reconciled to God, and to accept these glorious principles, that they 


may enjoy the happiness which we experience, and have the same living 
testimony. What a shame it would be, my brethren and sisters, if we did 
not value these blessings. Do we value these privileges? Do we appre- 
ciate this glorious redemption? And do we manifest unto Him our appre- 
ciation by keeping His commandments? Are we magnifying our callings? 
If we are ward teachers, are we faithful in visiting the flock entrusted to 
us? Do we visit the widow and the fatherless? Do we comfort the hearts 
of the oppressed and the distressed? Are we seeking the welfare and 
blessing of the families entrusted to our care, by seeing that everything 
is in order, and that their children attend the Primaries, the Sabbath 
schools and the Mutual Improvement Associations, according to their age? 
Do we see that there is no hardness of heart, no backbiting, no evil speak- 
ing? Are we expounding the Scriptures? Are we showing the value of a 
well spent life? Are we in our lives, in our ministry and in our teachings 
portraying the life of Jesus Christ? This question comes to all individu- 
ally. Am I doing this? We want to work out our own salvation, to 
magnify the everlasting Priesthood, to be true and faithful to the promises 
we have made to God, to serve Him and keep His commandments. It is 
the only way to be saved. The Lord says if we will love Him and keep 
His commandments He will raise us up at the last day. He provides for 
us to-day also. There is nothing that we have but He has provided for 
us. He brought us into His Church. He gathered us to Zion. He gave 
us the Priesthood. He gave us our endowments and the blessings and 
keys of everlasting lives. He- gave us our companions and our children. 
And all that He asks from us is that we will give Him our hearts and keep 
His commandments. He desires us to consecrate to Him one-tenth of 
everything He gives us, to demonstrate to Him that we appreciate His 
blessings. He has told us to do this that the land of Zion may be sancti- 
fied unto Him and His statutes and His judgments may be kept thereon 


, 


70 LATTER DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


that it may be most holy. Don’t you want His statutes to be kept Dont 
you want His power to be made manifest? Don’t you want redemption 
for the living and the dead? These are the questions that come tu us in- 
dividually. How are we living? Are wein harmony with these everlast- 
ing principles? For we are living in the last days—in the days of wicked- 
ness and vengeance. We are living in the days when the Lord is going 
to pour out His judgments upon the people of the world, preparatory to 
the second coming of the Messiah. Every intelligent man and woman 
realizes that the time is short, and that we have no time to waste. 

The testimony that was borne here in relation to the people of Scotland 
observing the Sabbath day I can endorse. I labored in Scotland a few 
years myself, and the people there believe in keeping holy the Sabbath 
day. The Latter-day Saints here believe in keeping the Sabbath day 
holy. It is the latter day sinners that do not. If we are Sabbath-breakers, 
we shall have to suffer the penalty. There are penalties for the trans- 
gressor. It is not worth while to break the commandments of God. It 
is wiser to keep ourselves clean and have the Sabbath day for what it 
was intended—a day of rest, a day of peace, a day to associate ourselves 
together and hear the word of the Lord, to partake of the Sacrament of 
the emblems cf the death and suffering of the Savior. There are plenty of 
days to have all the enjoyment we need; but the seventh day is the sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God: ia it thou shalt not do any work.” The Lord 
requires that of His people; and I want you to understand that His 
people keep that commandment. The Lord’s own do not break that com- 
mandment. I remember on one occasion 1 was called to attend the funeral 
of a man who had been out shooting on the Sabbath day and had acci- 
dentally got shot. Did he not pay the penalty of his wrong doing? But 
how many have broken the Sabbath day and have as yet paid no penalty? 
The Latter-day Saints keep the commandments of God. But the wheat 
and the tares are growing together, and the tares are sometimes pointed 
to in order to prove that we are not the Church of God. Individually we 
have our weaknesses and our idiosyncracies; but the Church of Christ is 
immaculate, and whoso subscribes to these everlasting principles of His 
Gospel will become everlasting men and women. The Lord Jesus Christ 
was the prototype. He set the example. We have taken upon us His 
name, and we have to be Christlike. To these brethren who have come 
back from missions, where they have had such joy in the service of God, 
I say, continue in your labors. Go to the Sabbath schools and preach the 
Gospel to the rising generation. Set an example that you need not be 
ashamed of in the midst of the people. Mind your own business; attend 
to your own affairs; work out your own salvation; love God and keep His 
commandments. In doing this you will keep your armor bright and not 
become busybodies, nor gossipers, nor faultfinders, nor —— of false 
witness against your neighbor. 

In conclusion, let me say, my dear brethren and sisters, let us be kind 
to ourselves; let us patiently work out our own sal vation; let us love our 
wives and children, and treat them with kindness and Canderness, and 
seek for the salvation of our own households. If we will do this, we will 
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enjoy the blessing of our Father, and we will understand what it means 
to have that peace which passeth all understanding, which we have a 
right to have in our households. I pray God that He will be merciful unto 
us as a people; that He will pardon our transgressions, and blot out our 
iniquities; that He will give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and understand- 
ing hearts; that He will bestow upon us the intelligence that cometh from 
above, that we may be sanctified by the truth to Him and His service, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


: Fast-Day.—It has been suggested and approved that the morning of 
the coming Fast-Day, February 5, shall be for a special service of prayer 
in behalf of the Saints and their cause in Bristol, that persecution may 
cease, that the administration of the laws may be effective, and that the 
Elders may have free course in spreading the truth, Let your prayers be 
‘short and pointed, keep the purpose in view, and blessing will assuredly 
follow whether our prayers are answered to the letter or to suit our per- 
sonal ideas; our God is “the hearer and answerer of prayer,” but he said 
to one of old “for all these things I will be enquired of by the House of 
Israel to do them.” 


THe Western Daily Press, Bristol, gives courteous admission in its issue 
of January 30 inst., to the corrective letter of “A Mormon,” and in another 
column gives a fair and non-vindictive resume of the preceding Sabbath 
day’s services in the Market Street Hall; such unbiassed notice is all the 
Elders have ever asked, and it adds dignity to the press when it exhibits 
this true English love of fair play in a city where it seemed to be so much 
needed. 

Thanks, Mr. Editor, may the Press be honored for ever and ever, and its 
liberal example be contagious every where. 


CorkectTion.—In publishing the releases of Elders F. S. Humphreys and 
Louis Fayter in our last issue, we inadvertently omitted the word “honor- 
ably ;” we desire to set them right by saying that, after a faithful mission, 
those Elders were honorably released. 


AQUILLA NEBEKER was selected president of the senate and W. M. Roylance 
speaker of the house of representatives in the Utah Legislature. 


LaGRIPPE is epidemic in many parts of Utah. 


Epira Turpen.—If there is now any Elder in the British Mission who 
has knowledge of this lady, or of her name since marriage, and the address 
of the parties, the information is desired by a correspondent. Please ad- 
dress, Platte D. Lyman, 42 Islington, Liverpool. 


CHANOES or Appress.—The Conference address of the Bristol Confer- 
ence has been changed, and is now 42 Easton Road, Bristol. 
The Nottingham address has been changed to 144 Radford Boulevard, 


Nottingham. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1899. 
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SPIRIT OF PERSECUTION. 


ALTHOUGH persecution is the heritage of those who live Godly lives, it 
is with regret that we note the spirit of mobocracy in the City of Bristol 
towards the Latter-day Saints, their windows having been broken out by 
missiles from the hands of a mob instigated to acts of violence by an 
organization of men styling themselves the “Anti-Mormon League.” 

Great Britain has been noted for being one of the foremost nations on 
earth in extending religious liberty to all people, and for affording pro- 
tection to all sects or parties to worship God when, where and in any 
manner desired without molestation, and it certainly will be nothing to 
the credit of the officers of Bristol to let these acts of persecution and 
violence go on unchecked and break England’s record for fair play. 

These outbursts of intolerance are often incited by men who are pro- 
fessed ministers of the meek and lowly Nazarene, Him who taught men 
to love their enemies and to do good to all men. These men would do 
well to open their Bibles and turn to the 19th chapter of Acts, verse 24, 
where they will find themselves vividly mirrored in the case of one Deme- 
trius, a silversmith, who, when he found men preaching the Gospel with- 
out money and without price, saw his craft in danger and called together 
his fellow craftsmen to devise means to close the mouths of those preachers. 

Thus it is ever with men who are representing a weak cause; they can 
bring neither scripture nor logic to combat the doctrines of the Latter-day 
Saints, and their only hope is to close their mouths by means that are 
worthy of only the lowest of the low. Lying reports are circulated which 
arouse the brutal instincts in men and cause them to engage in acts of 
violence such as only demons could approve. It is time that the world 
should come to the conclusion that persecution and violence can have no 
effect in retarding the progress of the Latter-day Saints, for if such means 
were effective that system would have been blotted from the face of the 
earth long ago, and that so effectually that there would hardly be a ves- 
tige left as a reminder that such a system had ever existed. But history 
bears evidence that persecution to the Church is like the wind to the trees 
of the forest, although it may destroy some weaklings it will cause the 
others to take firmer root to brace themselves against succeeding storms. 

The Anti-Mormon League might profitably take the advice of one 
Gamaliel, a Pharisee, as recorded in the New Testament: “And now I 
say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this 
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counsel or this work be of men, it will come to naught: But if it be of 
God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against 
God.” (Acts 5: 38, 39.) Ww 


THE LATEST PHASE. 


You would have thought from the hubbub, that the few Mormon Elders 
in Bristol were worse than an invading army of miscreants and banditti, 
so obnoxious did they appear to be to the there prominent element of that 
virtuous, law-abiding, sober Christian town. These Elders had been 
preaching the Gospel, but this people did not want it; they had been 
suggesting the reading and study of the Scriptures, this people had no 
use for them; they had sought to bring men to repentance, these Bris- 
tolians had no need to repent; the Elders had preached Salvation, their 
riotous hearers were saved already; and so they bound themselves by 
league, saying “We will not have this man, or men, to rule over us!” 

So for fear of so dire a calamity, they hooted and yelled; in groups and 
by hundreds, they gathered against a few defenceless countrymen of 
their own or sons of such; for fear that an unwilling crowd should be 
overpowered against their consent and carried into exile and poverty, it 
used the usual arguments of ignorance and fanaticism, until not a window 
in the reputable cottage home where the Elders boarded for a brief stay, 
was left; to the observer each one told the same story that the mob told, 
the story of intolerance and wreckage, the poorest argument ever used by 
man, whether drunk or sober. 

Four houses where rooms had been contracted for to accomodate co- 
religionists coming to Conference were unceremoniously denied ; the home 
of a good family with a sick daughter and a few small children, and a res- 
pectable father and mother, was nearly sacked, and the rent advanced on 
them from 8s. 6d. per week to 18s. 6d. per week, and afterwards a month’s 
notice was also received from the owner of the meeting house; the breth- 
ren and sisters, (visitors and local,) had to seek police protection, and to 
be escorted home in free and unappreciative Bristol. 

After s time, when “the force” had realized the gravity of the situation, 
the Press had to explain why “such things could be and overcome us like 
a summer's cloud without our special wonder.” 

This unreasoning turbulent element exists probably to some degree in 
all large cities particularly by the sea, but “The Anti-Mormon League” 
had o’ershot its mark this time, and several of the howlers are bound over 
in £5 bonds each, to keep the peace. 

The police are to be credited and in the interests of order and good 
government they have our congratulations, yet it is strange that tolerance 
is ready for the socialist, the anarchist, the infidel and the rabid politician, 
while the presence and preaching of a few English lads arouses the ire 
and ribaldry of a crowd as incongruous but as united, as any mob that 
ever drenched the cities of the world with human blood! Surely, “our 
cause is not as their cause, our enemies themselves being judges!” 
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There are thousands of good honest, honorable people in Bristol as else- 
where, but it requires a good deal of moral courage and decision of char- 
acter to even enquire after the truth in such strange and stirring times. 

The writer found in the crowded streets many evidences of more than 
curious interest, and it will be no surprise, if after the judicious efforts of 
the ministry there, many should be gathered into the fold of Christ. 

Cheer up, brethren, it may only seem like a drawn battle at present, but 
your position is an impregnable one, for “Truth is mighty, and will ultim- 
ately prevail!” N. 


WE desire to call the attention of the Presidents of Conferences and the 
Traveling Elders in Great Britain to the necessity of carefully and accur- 
ately recording the births, blessings, baptisms, confirmations, and ordina- 
tions, as well as excommunications, deaths, or emigrations taking place 
within their jurisdiction. We believe most of the Conferences are pro- 
vided with suitable books for this purpose. 

It is very necessary that a strict record of these things be kept, and that 
the name of each member whether under or over the age of 8 years shall 
be recorded in that book, and that each space be properly filled out if the 
desired information can be obtained. 

If any of the Conferences are not provided with Record Books they can 
be had from this office. The first part of the book is arranged for the re- 
cording of baptisms, excommunications and emigration, and the latter 
part for births, blessings, ordinations, etc. 

This book is supposed to be kept at the headquarters of each conference. 

D. Lyman, 
H. W. Natssirr. 


RELEASES.—Thomas Philips and J. E. Williams, Traveling Elders in the 
Birmingham Conference and Ephraim Briggs, Jr., of the Newcastle Con- 
ference have been honorably released to return home on Febuary 23, 1899, 
on the Anchor Line s.s. thiopia. 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Welsh Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints convened in the Mission Room at 188 Cathays Terrace, Cardiff, 
10:30 a.m., January 22, 1899. 

We were favored with the presence of President Platte D. Lyman and 
Counselor H. W. Naisbitt of the European Mission; Elders Raymond 
Knight of the London Conference and John W. Cook of the Bristol Con- 
ference. 

President E. R. Owen reported the Conference to be in a very good con- 
dition, and that the Eiders were endeavoring, to the best of their ability, 
to spread the Gospel in this land, which was shown in the following statis- 
tical report for the seven months ending January 1, 1899: 
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Number of branches, 5; average number of missionaries during the 
seven months, 17; local priesthood—Elders, 13; Priests, 5; Teachers, 28; 
Deacons, 5; members, 208; total officers and members, 253; children under 
eight years of age, 34; total number of souls, 289. Baptized, 23; emigrated 
over eight years old, 4. Strangers’ houses visited—in tracting, 11,746; by 
invitation, 694; Gospel conversations, 2,088; tracts distributed, 31,342; 
books distributed, 239. Meetings held—in-door, 230; out-door, 88; Sunday 
schools, 60; M. I. A. sessions, 61; Bible classes, 17. 

The general authorities of the Church and the presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and unanimously sustained. E. R. Owen 
was unanimously sustained as president of the Welsh Conference; 
James Watta, as president of the Cardiff branch; Wm. Richards, as presi- 
dent of the Merthyr district; Charles Jones, as president of the Abercychan 
district; Wm. E. Morse, as president of the Abertillery branch, with Lewis 
Williams, John E. Jones and Elias Davis as co-laborers; Joseph Davis, 
as president of the Ystrad branch, and Wm. E. Jones as his companion. 
T. W. Jones and Edward Thomas as Traveling Elders in the Merthyr dis- 
trict; Chas. H. Davis, S. T. Clarke and W. J. Wale in the Cardiff district; 
S. J. Callan, Alma W. Williams and W. H. Thomas, in Saundersfoot. 

President Lyman gave some excellent advice to the Saints to sustain 
those placed over them, by their good works as well a’ their votes. 

The afternoon and evening sessions were held in the Swiss Hall at 2:30 
and 6:30, and were well attended by Saints and strangers, especially the 
evening meeting when the hall was completely filled. 

President Lyman, Counselor Naisbitt and Elder W. J. Wale were the 
speakers, who laid down the Gospel in its simplicity and plainness, so 
plain that “way-faring men, though fools, need not err therein.” The 
spirit of the Lord was poured out in rich abundance and a good time was 

enjoyed. 
The Conference was a success in every particular. 

A Priesthood meeting was held Saturday, 2lst, and good reports were 
given by all the Elders. Love and harmony prevails among the laborers 
in this Conference. 

An expression of good will was manifested by the Elders seman Presi- 
dent E. R. Owen who is esteemed by all because of his ability in meeting 
all difficulties that have arisen, and in directing the efforts of the Elders 
in a successful manner. 

Brothers Lyman and Naisbitt gave some very instructive and encour- 
aging counsel, which was very much appreciated. Their presence was 
greatly enjoyed, and we insure them a hearty welcome whenever they 
desire to call upon us. 

In the evening a social gathering was held in the Mission Room. The 
program consisting of songs, recitations and speech making, was very 
much enjoyed by those present. 

The Welsh Conference is in a flourishing condition. One of the great- 
est needs is more Welsh speaking missionaries who could be used to good 
advantage in spreading the Gospel of Christ in this land. 

S. T. Crarxz, Clerk of Conference, 
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THE CHANGE CALLED DEATH. 


THE Reaper has been quite busy among old associates and friends since 
we left Utah scarce three months ago. 

Late papers tell of the death of Brother Geo. Atkins of Tooele City, 
who twenty-one years ago was laboring in the Birmingham Conference as 
Traveling Elder under the Presidency of Bishop John Rowberry. When 
the latter was released Brother Atkin became his successor and was an 
indefatigable and faithful missionary. Financial reverses fell to the lot 
of both soon after their return, but their friendship never failed, and 
now, where there is rest from this form of trouble, they enjoy those riches 
which were stored during a life of fidelity to God and untiring work for 
their brethren in the flesh. Brother Geo. Atkins was a pioneer of Tooele 
City, having arrived there with his father from England in 1851. He died 
widely loved and respected at the untimely age of 63 years. A good man 
gone! 

Turn we from the recollection of a long and well spent life, to the 
thought of another whose marriage bells yet linger intheear. Dr. Charles 
M. Cannon has also joined the great majority, stricken down really in the 
morning of life, beneath a sky without a cloud, yet one came “no bigger than 
a man’s hand,” but it now covers many loving families as with the sables of 
an endless night: were it not for the hopes enshrined in the Gospel, what 
could you offer the young wife and widow, fathers and mothers and friends? 
But in that there is hope. “There is a Divinity doth shape our ends, 
rough hew them as we will!” 

Next to our revered and deceased President, Wilford Woodruff, probably 
no man filled a larger space in the eyes of juvenile Utah, than did the 
now Sainted George Goddard who has just passed on to eternal life. 

Brother Goddard was an indefatigable worker, he was a living illustra- 
tion of the Apostolic injunction “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might;” in business, as a Church member, as a family man, as 
an official, he always had the same imperturbable and cheerful spirit; his 
colleagues will miss him, the old folks and the children, who loved to 
honor him, will equally miss him; he was a unique man, he had no equal 
and no copyist; his life was devoted to God and truth, to the auxiliary 
institutions of the Church of God, and it is no haphazard prophecy to say 
that the Sunday School scholars and teachers of Utah will some day place 
a monument over his well worn but hallowed remains. Brother Goddard 
and his wife had in their early history an eventful life, but the sacrifices 
then made were recompensed beyond all expectation, for their friends 
“were thick as leaves in Valombrosa,” and it is no small part of the 
writer's pleasant memories to have received at parting his familiar photo 
and a card written in his own inimitable if not immaculate style. Brother 
George Goddard, “We shall meet again!” 

Mrs. Priscilla M. Staines, relict of the every where respected Wm. C. 
Staines, also passed peacefully away, after six months almost continuous 
suffering. Deceased was born at Westbrook Mills, Wiltshire, England, in 
1823, consequently was of ripe age, particularly if her entire life’s history 
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is the standard of judgment; she left England at an early age, and went 
through all the vicissitudes of Pioneer life in Nauvoo and in the greater 
part of Utah’s colonization; she was a remarkable character, blessed with 
& retentive mewory, and was almost an embodiment of “Mormon” history; 
true and faithful to the last. 

Sister Elizabeth Timpson was also well known to the 16th ward, where 
she had lived as a widow indeed, for over thirty-five years have elapsed, 
since her husband’s death, and her association with the Church preceded 
his. At his death the cares of her little family devolved upon herself, her 
faith was the essence of her self-reliance, so she sleeps in peace, leaving a 
record of which any other woman might like her be proud. Deceased 
was born at Oundle, Northamptonshire, England, gathered to Utah in 
1868, and held honorable membership in the Church for over 40 years. 

N. 
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TO-DAY THOU SHALT BE WITH ME IN PARADISE. 


WHEN the Savior of the world hung upon the cross, His flesh torn by 
the spikes which nailed Him to the ignominious tree, derided by coarse 
Roman soldiers, insulted by hypocritical Jews, forsaken by His own, re- 
jected by his people, bearing the awful load of this world’s sins, then 
under these humiliating circumstances and exquisite sufferings which 
caused Him, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, 
and to suffer in body and in spirit, a word of comfort and cheer is minis- 
tered to Him from one of the malefactors condemned to the same 
death; speaking to the malefactor he rebuked him, saying: Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed 
justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this man hath 
done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when 
Thou comest into Thy kingdom,” and, Jesus, touched by the friendly de- 
fense, gave him this memorable answer, generally so little understood: 
“Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 

What did He mean by “Paradise?” It was not the heaven. Rev. Blom- 
field in a note to this passage in his edition of the New Testament in Greek 
has this much to say: “The word itself is derived from the Persian or 
Armenian, and means a garden. Now, as great pains were bestowed by 
the Orientals on gardens, the word easily came to mean a pleasure 
garden, a place of luxury and enjoyment. In this sense ‘paradeiso’ often 
occurs in Xenophon. Hence it is no wonder that the term came to denote, 
among the later Jews, that pleasant abode in Hades appointed for the 
reception of the just, until they should, after the day of judgment, be 
again united tothe bodies in a future state; see Josephus’ War of the 
Jews, III: 8,4; II: 8,11. This, Chrysostem has shown, was the idea enter- 
tained of Paradise by all the orthodox believers of his time.” 

This same idea of Paradise which obtained among the later Jews of 
the ancient covenant, we find also in the Book of Mormon, in chapter 
40 of the Book of Alma, verse 12: “And then shall it come to pass 


that the spirits of those who are righteous, are received into a state of 
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happiness, which is called paradise; a state of rest; a state of peace, where 
they shall rest from all their troubles and from all care and sorrow, etc. 

“And then shall it come to pass, that the spirits of the wicked, yea, who 
are evil these shall be cast out into outer darkness; there shall 
be weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth . . .” 

Hence, when Jesus entered paradise, the abode of the spirits of the just, 
He took with Him the spirit of the only man who had dared to say a good 
word in His favor. But between this place and heaven there is a wide 
difference, as we shall see further on. As there are many who are in the 
dark concerning the manner in which Jesus spent the time between His 
death and His resurrection, we will quote His own words, which He spoke 
when He was yet in the mortal sphere of life: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” 
(John 5: 25), thus showing that the time was near at hand when the dead 
should hear His voice proclaiming the Gospel. Now, Peter, the chief of 
the Apostles, long after the death and resurrection of his Master, testifies 
this to have been the case: “For Christ also hath once suffered for sin, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God; being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit, by which also He went 
and preached unto the spirits in prison; which some time were disobedi- 
ent, when once the long suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing.” (I Peter 3: 18-20.) Paul also adds his 
testimony: ‘‘Wherefore He saith, when He ascended up on high, He led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that He ascended, 
what is it but that He also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all 
heavens that He might fill all things.”) Ephesians 4: 8-10. This visit of 
the Savior into the lower parts of the earth we find also described in the 
Apostle’s creed: “He (Jesus Christ) was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven,” etc. 

Jesus, having established His Church on earth among the Jews, went 
into the spirit world. Asa proof that His disciples and Apostles working 
among the living were notified of the fact, that the Gospel had been in- 
troduced among the dead, Paul says: “Else what shall they do which are 
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they then bap- 
tized for the dead?” (I Cor. 15: 29.) Modern Christendom does not pre- 
tend to understand these obscure words. Rev. Blomfield notes: “More 
attention is due to the interpretation of some ancient expositors, by which 
an allusion is supposed to the practice (in use, as we learn from Tertullian, 
Epiphanius, and Ambrose, in the first century), of vicarious baptism, i. e., 
of baptizing a living person in the place of and for the benefit of one who 


had died unbaptized. . . . But no certain proof has been adduced that 
the practice was prevalent so early as the time when this passage was 
written, or at Corinth . . .” Well, if anybody is supposed to know 


what this mysterious passage of Paul means, it is certainly those who 
lived in the first centuries, as Tertullian, Ambrose and Epiphanius, and 
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who received their tradition from those who knew the Apostles, their 
works and their doctrines. 

Now, returning to our first subject, viz., the death and resurrection of 
the Savior, the historian John says: “But Mary stood without at the 
sepulchre weeping . . . and when she had thus said, she turned herself 
back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not thatit was Jesus. . . Jesus 
saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni. 
. . + Jesus saith unto her, touch me not, for lam not yet ascended to 
my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.” (John 20: 11-17.) 
Thus the resurrected Son of God proclaims Himself in words not to be 
mistaken, that He had not as yet seen His Father and His God, since His 
death. But now with the resurrected Saints He ascends into heaven, 
leaving in Paradise the penitent thief, not worthy of such a “far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.“ —A. Ramsryer, in the Deseret News. 


CONFUSION. 


A FALLEN world began in confusion, and in confusion, as we are taught 
by Holy Scripture, it will end. This remark, which to some minds may 
seem pessimistic, is peculiarly appropriate to the present time, when the 
foundations of the earth are “out of course,” and disorder prevails every- 
where. Through all the centuries of the world’s history tile traces of the 
Deceiver’s handiwork have been made only too clearly apparent, but never 
to the same extent as now, or in the same aspects. The defiling trail of 
the Serpent has shown itself in different ways in different periods of 
history; but at the close of the nineteenth century his working is more 
specially marked by deceitfulness and guile. Many people talk as though 
education were the one corrective to set the world right. Experience, 
however, proves the fallaciousness of this panacea. All kinds of books 
are continually issuing from the press, a large proportion of which is 
anything but satisfactory reading; truth and error are now so skilfully 
blended together as to deceive the unwary and cause utter mental con- 
fusion and loss of power to distinguish things that differ. It was not soa 
few generations back. Good and evil were then more distinct and more 
easily discerned, and the evil publications of those days were on that 
account less dangerous than many modern ones, which make far greater 
pretensions to excellence. Modern titles alone are often utterly mislead- 
ing. For instance, a tract headed “The blood of Jzsvs,” might reasonably 
be supposed to set forth the Gospel plan of salvation; whereas, the pur- 
pose of the writer is to cover the doctrine of the Atonement with con- 
tempt and ridicule! The most popular books and periodicals contain a 
large proportion of what is true and good with a modicum of wrong 
teaching, perhaps a proportion so small as not to be noticed by many 
readers. Harm may thus be done almost unperceived. The career of an 
ungodly character may be so depicted as to give the impression that sin, 
after all, is not a very dangerous thing, especially when the sinner’s end 
is described as peaceful and happy—without trues repentance and faith. 
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